WENATCHEE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD
REGULAR MEETING
March 6, 2024

l. CALL TO ORDER: 5:30 PM
IL. ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS
A. Approval of the minutes from the regular meeting of February 7, 2024
ll. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD (10 MINUTES)
Comment for any matters not identified on the agenda.
IV. OLD BUSINESS

A. Historic Signs
B. Historic Home Tour Update

V. NEW BUSINESS
VI. OTHER
A. Staff update

VI.  ADJOURNMENT

Wenatchee City Hall is open for the public to attend meetings in person. The public may also
participate in the meeting via phone by calling: (509) 888-3298, passcode 98368#. If you have
questions about participating in the meeting, please contact Kirsten Larsen, Senior Planner, at
klarsen@wenatcheewa.gov or (509) 888-3249.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate
in this meeting, please contact the Mayor’s office at (509) 888-6204 (TTY 711). Notification 72
hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure
accessibility to the meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title 1.)


mailto:klarsen@wenatcheewa.gov

WENATCHEE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD REGULAR MEETING
COUNCIL CHAMBERS FEBRUARY 7, 2024

MINUTES

. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members in attendance: Heather
Ostenson, Blythe Kelly, Bob Culp, Mark Seman and Darlene Baker. Jon Campbell was absent. City
Planning staff was represented by Stephen Neuenschwander, Assistant Director; Kirsten Larsen, Senior
Planner; Eva Osburn, Administrative Assistant.

Il ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS

A. Agenda was adopted as distributed.

B. Approval of the minutes from the regular meeting of January 10, 2024.

Board member Baker asked for the December 6, 2023 minutes to reflect that Sally Freed gave a
presentation as the applicant for 914 Idaho Street.

Board member Darlene Baker moved to amend the minutes with corrections. Board member
Mark Seman seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Board member Mark Seman moved to approve minutes as amended. Board member Darlene
Baker seconded. The motion carried.

. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD (10 MINUTES)
None
V. OLD BUSINESS
A. Public Hearing: Historic Signs
Kirsten Larsen, Senior Planner, gave a presentation. Board members asked questions.
Board member Mark Seman moved to approve on the list of recognized historic signs numbers

1,4,5,6,10,11,12, 15, 20, 22, 25, 26 from the list provided by staff. Board member Blythe
Kelly seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

B. Letter to City Council regarding the Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Services Department’s
plan to paint the restroom and swim center at Pioneer Park

Board member Darlene Baker moved to authorize the Chair to sign and send the revised letter
to City Council. Board member Mark Seman seconded the motion. The motion carried

unanimously.

V. NEW BUSINESS

A. Kirsten Larsen gave a staff update on the Historic Tour. Forms are due to Kirsten Larsen by
the first part of March.

VL. OTHER



A. Board discussion
VII. ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to come before the Historic Preservation Board the meeting was adjourned at
6:34p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

CITY OF WENATCHEE

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Eva Osburn, Administrative Assistant







































DEPARTMENT OF
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Eity of City Hall

301 Yakima Street, Suite 100 (509) 888-3200
WWenaktchee venaiche, wa 95501 Fax (509) 888-3201
MEMORANDUM
TO: Wenatchee Historic Preservation Board
FROM: Kirsten Larsen, Senior Planner
RE: Proposed Historic Signs Continued Review

DATE: 2/28/2024

Background
The Historic Preservation Board has been reviewing signs that could be determined to have

significant historical value to the community under the sign code WCC 10.50.140. During the
February meeting the board took action to identify twelve (12) signs to recognize as having
significant historical value from a list of signs provided by staff. The list was amended at this
meeting to include additional signs for consideration. As an ongoing effort by the Historic
Preservation Board and staff the list of signs will continue to be evaluated to identify additional
signs as appropriate.

Impacts of recognition of signs:
e Exempts from requirements of WCC Section 10.50.130 Defunct businesses and vacated
premises.
+ Exempts existing nonconforming pole and pylon signs from removal when subject to
10.50.150(9).
» Allows such signs may be moved to another building or location within the central business
district, South Wenatchee business district, and North Wenatchee business district.

Historic Preservation Ordinance
The original list of signs was created using the criteria utilized for recognizing structures eligible
for being listed on the local register of historic places. The criteria is provided below.

2.36.110 Criteria for determining designation in the register.

Any building, structure, site, object or district may be designated for inclusion in the city of
Wenatchee register of historic places if it is significantly associated with the history, architecture,
archaeology, engineering, or cultural heritage of the community; if it has integrity; is at least 50
years old, or is of a lesser age and has exceptional importance; and if it falls into at least one of
the following categories:

(1) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
national, state, or local history.

(2) Embodies the distinctive architectural characteristics of a type, period, style, or method of
design or construction, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components
may lack individual distinction.

(3) Is an outstanding work of a designer, builder or architect who has made a substantial
contribution to the art.
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(4) Exemplifies or reflects special elements of the city of Wenatchee’s cultural, social, economic,
political, aesthetic, engineering, or architectural history.

(5) Is associated with the lives of persons significant in national, state, or local history.

(6) Has yielded or may be likely to yield important archaeological information related to history or
prehistory.

(7) Is a building or structure removed from its original location but which is significant primarily for
architectural value, or which is the only surviving structure significantly associated with an historic
person or event.

(8) Is a birthplace or grave of an historical figure of outstanding importance and is the only
surviving structure or site associated with that person.

(9) Is a cemetery which derives its primary significance from age, from distinctive design features,
or from association with historic events, or cultural patterns.

(10) Is a reconstructed building that has been executed in an historically accurate manner on the
original site.

(11) Is a creative and unique example of folk architecture and design created by persons not
formally trained in the architectural or design professions, and which does not fit into formal
architectural or historical categories. (Ord. 3048 § 5(A), 1994)

At the February 7" meeting staff also presented additional guidance provided in the National
Parks Service Preservation Brief 25, The Preservation of Historic Signs. The guidelines and
context for retaining historic signs includes:

+ associated with historic figures, events or places

» significant as evidence of the history of the product, business or service advertised

+ significant as reflecting the history of the building or the development of the historic district

» characteristic of a specific historic period, such as gold leaf on glass, neon, or stainless
steel lettering.

* integral to the building's design or physical fabric, as when a sign is part of a storefront
made of Carrara glass or enamel panels, or when the name of the historic firm or the date
are rendered in stone, metal or tile

» outstanding examples of the signmaker's art, whether because of their excellent
craftsmanship, use of materials, or design

» local landmarks, that is, signs recognized as popular focal points in a community

» elements important in defining the character of a district, such as marquees in a theater
district.



Staff Analysis of Signs #2, 3,7, 8,9, 13, and 14

#2 — Neal’s Shoe Store

The above photos were found on the website  RoadsideArchiture.com
(https://www.roadarch.com/sca/shoes3.html, 2/27/2024), the website states the following, “Neal's
Shoe Store & Repair was established in 1942. The store moved to this location in 1960 and these
signs are believed to have been built then. The boot panel is about six feet wide. The signs are
only partially lit now. Originally, the boot sign was lit in two-part animation with the word
"Repairing" and the border around the boot flashing sequentially”. A Wenatchee World article
states that the business was taken over by the current owner's father in 1942
(https://www.wenatcheeworld.com/wvbusiness/eyeonbusiness/new-life-for-old-soles-neals-is-
going-strong-after-three-generations-of-shoe-repair/article 69c89ea6-d66d-5d98-8d86-
678793a7c5fb.html, 2/27/2024). Building permit records indicate that the sign was installed in
October 1959 by Reds Signs Service and the business had its grand reopening in this location in
1960. The building was also built in 1959.

The sign is 64 years old and is associated with a business that has been serving the community
for over 82 years. The neon sign is characteristic of the time period in which it was installed
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# 3 — Bagdon’s

(Image capture 9/2022)

The business’s webpage states, “Bagdon’s was established in 1939 and has been located in the
same building since the founding owner, Christopher Bagdon, began the company”.

Building permit records show the hanging sign was installed in June 1952 and the plastic letters
appear to have been added to the building in February 1959 by Pete’s Sign Shop. The signs are
71 and 64 years old approximately. The business has been in this location since it opened and

the family is associated with the development of the city.
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#7 — Bernie’s Burgers and Brews

Images :

Eye On | Eye on Business - ... Arctic Circle Restaurants - W... Company — Arctic Circle
&% The Wenatchee Waorld : w Wikipedia H (D) Arctic Circle H

Feedback

6 more images v

Google image results for Arctic Circle (2/28/2024)

The sign for Bernie’s Burgers and Brew was original installed for the business Arctic Circle which
occupied the building. A google image search shows that both the sign and building were a
standard for the franchise established in 1950. The existing sign appears to have been installed
in 1963 with the building based on the building permit card. The sign demonstrates the history of
the business franchise.

The sign face has changed, but the structure of the sign is 60’s and reflect a style of business
from the time period.
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https://acburger.com/company/ (2/28/2024)

#8 — Motel 6

Built as the Western MoteLodge in 1963. The original Totem pole sign was installed the same
year. New signs were installed in 1972 and 1976 when it became the Holiday Lodge. The pole
sign was further modified in 2002. It appears the only original portion of the sign is that that is built
into the building.
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#9 — Avenue Motel (Vintage postcard,
date unknown, https://www.hippostcard.com/listing/washington-wenatchee-the-avenue-
motel/33973434, 2/28/2024)

Building permit records show multiple sign permits however, it appears that Red’s Sign Service
installed a new sign at the property line in October 1964 with 10’ clearance. The sign appears to
be around 59 years old and of a style that reflects the materials and aesthetic associated with
drive-in motels.

a - b Yal - Trailer =p-ce 14 :
ADDRESS 720 North Wenatchee Ave. LoT. BLOCK —__ADDN. CARD NO.
T:;:M?:_F pz:g'_” F:;J:D mcommc-roa OWNER INSPECTOR AND DATE REMARKS

o
o Freipd oy DPeen A Ze [~ 7 ydéo/
terng DE727 (o fosdn el Pttt VYo' 3/ a6 nk >d_ﬁ/ L
. # ¥ A 4 g " 0~ E-J)/C‘,

< b (- SN 4 |24 ‘Wi ;

Aauilé w i & s B N W e O B § b lar A LI J
i [ I - s v . G ,(q /;u,u.‘a M?’PYMW

G D 907 19/a Ject Wettodigm bvise csehe |68, sosarey un. e o' pdeciogies

#13 — Leonard Evans
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(https://www.leonardevanscars.com/, 2/28/2025)

Missing building permit records. Wenatchee World article states, “Leonard Evans moved to East
Wenatchee in 1954, the year before he bought a combination service station and truck stop on
the corner of North Wenatchee Avenue and Maple Street. The family’s used car dealership still
operates at that location.”

Unable to find any information on the starburst which came into popularity in the 1950’s which is
reflective of the time period in which the business was associated.

#14 — Windmill

The Windmill was established in 1931. Building permit records do not go back that far, but photo
from Pete’s Sign Shop shows that he built and installed the sign. The website
RoadsideArchitecture.com states, “The Windmill restaurant was built in 1931. There have been
several additions to the building. The sign is probably from the 1950s or 1960s.”


https://www.leonardevanscars.com/

; Close up of neon windmill
(https://www.roadarch.com/16/7/wwen.ipg, 2/28/24)

Original photo from Pete’s Sign Shop

at time of installation.

The sign was built by a prominent sign maker in Wenatchee and has a unique form associated
with the business that has been existing in its’s location and building for approximately 84 years.
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https://www.roadarch.com/16/7/wwen.jpg

ATTACHMENTS

A. Preservation Brief 25
B. Updated Historic Sign Spread Sheet
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10,50.140 Historic signs.

WCC 10.50.130 does not apply to signs recognized by the historic preservation board

Status Name Address
Approved 1 In 1546 5 Wenatch
2 Neal 8115 Wenatchee A
3 Bagdon's 7605 Wenatchee Avenue
Approved 4 7335 Wenatch
Approved 5 Empir Tavern 3225 Wenatch
Approved 6 KPQ 231N Wenatchee Avenue
7 Bernie's B dBrews 603N h
8 Motel6 610N Wenatchee Avenue
9 Avenue Motel 720 N Wenatchee Avenue
Approved 10 Lyles Motel 924 N Wenatchee Ave
Approved 11 lgloo 1308 N Miller Street
Approved 12 Denny's 1337 N Wenatchee Ave
13 Leonard Evans 1424 Wenatchee Ave
14 Windmill 1501 N Wenatchee Ave
Approved 15 SavMart 1729 N Wenatchee Ave
16 E2s 1950 N Wenatchee Ave
17 Cottage Inn 134 Easy St
18 Wells & Wade FruitCo.  2Kittitas St

19 Swap Shop 5095 Mission st

Zoning

SwW8D

SweD

sweD

SwW8D

SWBD

80

NWBD

NWBD

NWBD

NWBD

NWBD

NWBD

NWBD

NWBD

NWBD

NWBD

NWBD

80

SweD

to ity. Such signs may be moved to another building or location within district, South Wenatchee business district, and North iness district. (Ord. 2019-50 2 (Exh. A))

Sign Type

Pole/pylon

Projecting

wall

pole

Projecting.

Projecting.

Pole

Pole

Pole

Pole

Pole

Pole

Pole/Roof

Pole

Pole/Roof

Roof

Pole

Projecting.

Roof/Projecting

Date Installed Other  Picture

Drive-in established in 1951, sign unknown = Ariel photo from 1954

Oct59 Article from Wenatchee World - Old News 1960 - Grand opening in it's new building at 811 5 Wenatchee Ave

Approx. 1952 or 1959 orignal signs installed

Approx. 1959

Empire Hotel established in 1950 and Wally's sign in 1963

Installed in 2007

Installed in 19637

Western Lodge builtin 1963

Installed 1964

Sign permitin 1975

Historic photo taken in 1966 - already been moved for road realignments

Builtin 1969

Original building 1963

Builtin 1929 Old photo from Pete's Sign Shop

Builtin 1961

Builtin 1992

Builtin 1985

Listed structure, but sign in not noted on the inventory

Builtin 1920




Approved 20 Bruce Hotel 206 Palouse St/4 Mission St CBD Projecting. Around 195057

21 Poolside 101 N Mission St 8D Roof Unknown, building 19605
Approved 22 Mission Bell Apartments 114 N Mission St 8D Between facades Permit for sign in 1955
23 100F 601 N Chelan Ave NWBD  Roof

24 Libke 600 N Chelan Avenue NWBD  Pole Builtin 1964 - Sign permit 1969

Approved 25 Labor Temple 27N Chelan Avenue 8o Roof/Projecting Sign permit in 1958
|

Approved 26 Firefly 21N Chelan Ave 8o pole Sign Permit 1971

27 Chuck's Thrifty Gas 5005 Wenatchee Ave SWBD  Pole and Wall Sign

28 BPOE 985 Chelan Ave 8o Wall

29 Mills Bros 105 Wenatchee Ave 8o wall

30 Cascadian cold storage, multiple locations on bulding (Worthen/thurstor Painted

31 H.Johannsen Machine Work Welding/Haynes Repair 503 S Wenatchee  Painted

32 Jennings Tire (south face, 314 S Wenatchee) painted

33 Dehydrated... (307 S Mission, east face) Painted

34 Eagle Transfer 234 § Columbia (south, West, east faces Painted

35 Swift ham (16 Kititas) Painted

36 Wells & Wade 2005 Columbia, 6 Yakima, 1015 Columbia Painted

37 Montgomery ward (east face) 123 § Wenatchee Painted

38 Liberty (north face) Painted

39 Morris Hardware (south face) Painted

40 Something on south face of bldg in 100 block S Columbia across from line Painted
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