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Overview 
 
The Confluence Parkway (Project) aims to address transportation problems in the North Wenatchee area and 
prepare for traffic growth by creating a parallel route to N Wenatchee Avenue, which also provides grade separated 
railroad crossings and a new bridge across the Wenatchee River. The Project will also impact a portion of the Apple 
Capital Loop Recreation Loop Trail (Trail). 

As part of the ongoing community outreach effort, the City organized a site walk “Let’s Loop Together Tour” (Tour) 
along the existing Trail to educate interested stakeholders on the proposed improvements.  

 

Outreach materials 
Various materials were developed as part of the outreach effort. The following outlines the notifications, tools, and 
physical materials that were used throughout the outreach process. 
 

a. Notifications 
• Flyer/Share Post Graphic (Appendix A) in both English and Spanish was circulated to inform the public of 

the upcoming Tour and direct online traffic to the project website. 
• Social Media (Appendix B) posts in both English and Spanish were used to advertise the event, project 

website, and share general project information on multiple platforms.  Posts were shared on The City of 
Wenatchee’s Facebook page, The Wenatchee World’s Facebook page, and on the City’s Twitter page.   
These posts encouraged interaction with the public through information, sharing stories and general 
commentary.  

• Radio and Paid Adverting: (Appendix C) City staff and elected officials appeared on a variety of local radio 
shows to discuss the Project and advertise the tour in addition to paid ads.  

• Email updates: Emails were sent out to specific community members and groups who frequently 
recreate on the Trail (over 250 users) asking them to participate in the Loop tour or share their stories 
on how they use the Trail.  Additionally, a follow up email was sent with a video that shared highlights 
from the tour after the event and a call to take the PUD survey. 

b. Tools 
• An online project website is currently hosted on the City of Wenatchee’s website. The website was 

updated to include details of the upcoming Tour, including time, date and purpose. The site allows 
community members to provide feedback and comments through an online form. 

• Editorials: (Appendix D) Four editorials were submitted and published by the Wenatchee World regarding 
the Project from Link Transit, Ballard Ambulance, North Central Washington Audubon Society, TREAD 
and Mayor Frank Kuntz. The editorials were published in the print and online version of the Wenatchee 
World.  

• Concurrently, the Chelan County Public Utilities Districted #1 (PUD) released a survey to collect feedback 
on the proposed improvements and mitigation. The City’s marketing, messaging, and materials 
encouraged residents to submit written feedback through the PUD Survey Monkey link.  A recap of the 
survey responses received is included as Appendix E. 
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Community Meeting Summary 
Event Details 
Date: March 19, 2022 
Time: 8:00am to 9:30am 
Location: Begin at Walla Walla Point Park, 3 mile walk along the Trail.  

Attendees: Approximately 30 community members attended the Tour.  

Key Topics: 

• Background on Confluence Parkway road component 
• Details on impacts to the Trail 
• Information regarding implementation, timeline, and proposed improvements and mitigation 
• Encouraged community members to provide feedback via PUD Survey, email, or City’s website comment 

form. 

Key Feedback on important challenges 

• Comments about ensuring passive trails in Horan Natural Area are not impacted. These passive trails are 
outside of the Project area footprint; users of the passive area will experience visual and noise impacts. Staff 
discussed proposed design considerations.  

• Comments recommending a phased reconstruction of the Trail to avoid user impacts during construction. 
• Questions regarding how noise and other impacts will be mitigated, staff discussed proposed design 

considerations.  
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Appendix A. Flyer/Share Post 
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Appendix B. Social Media Posts 
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Appendix C. Radio & Newspaper Advertisements 
 

• Radio Interviews: 
o Laura Merrill regarding Confluence Parkway on KOHO radio on 02/21/2022 
o Councilmember Mark Kulaas regarding Confluence Parkway and potential funding on KOHO on 

03/28/2022 
o Mayor Frank Kuntz on KPQ regarding Confluence Parkway and PUD partnership 04/05/2022 

• Wenatchee World paid ads posted weekend of March 26th, 2022: 
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Appendix D. Editorials 
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Appendix E. PUD Survey Results 
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Confluence Parkway/Wenatchee Confluence State Park
Community Outreach & Survey

April 18, 2022
Justin Erickson/Neil Neroutsos



Why We’re Here Today

• Summary of outreach

• Survey review

• Next steps
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Summary of Outreach
• Held two workshops at the CTC and two self-guided trail 

walks on March 30, with about 100 attendees

• Online survey ran March 21 – April 4, receiving about 970 
responses, including letters/emails

• Process promoted via:
 Print/radio ads
 Press release/media interviews
Webpage
 Social media
 Emails to key stakeholders 
 Both English & Spanish outreach                                                 
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Survey Review
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Q1: How much do you know about 
the Confluence Parkway project?

N = 946
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Q2: How often do you visit Confluence 
State Park or the Horan Natural Area?

N = 946
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Q3: What types of activities do you do 
in these park areas? (Select all that apply)

N = 938
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Q4: Overview of the proposed Confluence 
Parkway alignment, including the area to run 
parallel to Wenatchee Confluence State Park.

N = 514
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Q5: Proposed alignment of the Confluence 
Parkway and Apple Capital Recreation Loop Trail 

within the Wenatchee Confluence State Park 
and the Horan Natural Area. 

N = 431
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Q6: Proposed Apple Capital Recreation Loop 
Trail modification, moving off Hawley Street to 

an area along the southern border of the Horan 
Natural Area.

N = 407
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Q7: Proposed Apple Capital Recreation Loop 
Trail boardwalk at a “pinch point” location 

where space for both the Confluence Parkway 
and Loop Trail is tight. 

The proposal includes a sound wall (4-feet) and lowered trail (4-foot grade 
difference) to create an approx. 8 ft high barrier to minimize noise and 

aesthetics impacts.

N = 404
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Q8: Proposed “combined” Confluence Parkway 
and pedestrian bridge (increasing from 8 feet 
wide to 16 feet wide) crossing the Wenatchee 
River, east of the historic railway bridge. The 

existing pedestrian bridge is proposed for 
removal as part of this design.

N = 440
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Q9: Proposed exchange of nearly 6 acres of land to 
accommodate the Confluence Parkway alignment, 

including land removed from the park boundary along 
the railroad and nearly equivalent amount of land 

replaced to the park along the southern border of the 
Horan Natural Area.

N = 340



Q10: What other types of design 
features would you like to see on 

the trail?

14

• Interpretive signage
• Bathrooms
• Bike racks
• River access
• Lighting/safety enhancements
• Addressing homelessness/drug use

N = 340



Q11: Do you have any other comments 
you would like to share with the PUD 

Board of Commissioners?
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• Both support and concerns
• Noise
• Interest in higher barriers
• Wildlife/ecosystem impacts
• Positive reactions to moving trail off Hawley St.
• Appreciation for viewing/rest areas
• Safety issues

N = 357



Reporting Respondents by Zip Code

Wenatchee
67%

East Wenatchee
16%

Cashmere
5%

Leavenworth
5%

Other
7%
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N = 586



17

Next Steps

Questions and comments

Information requests

Additional mitigation and safety measures to explore with City
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