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OverviewOverviewOverviewOverview 

 

This project aims to address transportation problems in the North Wenatchee area and accommodate traffic growth 

by creating a parallel route to North Wenatchee Avenue.  The project will connect to Wenatchee Avenue near Miller 

Street at the south end and 97A at the north end. The project will provide a grade separated railroad crossing at 

Miller Street and a new bridge across the Wenatchee River.  

The initial phase of public outreach was conducted in April 2019.  It included a public open house and community 
presentation on April 10, 2019, supported by project materials posted to the City’s website.  The goal of that 
outreach was to create a shared understanding of the goals of the project, share with agencies and the public the 
draft Purpose and Need Statement, discuss anticipated environmental review process under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and to encourage community and agency involvement.  Since that time, the project 
has officially entered the NEPA process to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA).   

The next phase of formal public outreach occurred on March 5, 2020, with a public open house, supported by new 
project materials posted to the City’s website.  The goal of that meeting was to update the public on the latest 
design concepts, agency coordination status, the NEPA EA process in general and to solicit feedback on the scope of 
proposed environmental studies that are scheduled to begin in the spring of 2020. 

The meeting was held at the Wenatchee Technology Center from 5 pm to 7 pm, and included a community 

presentation by members of City staff and elected officials, followed by a public open house.  The meeting included 

a power point presentation, informational display boards, comment cards, and the opportunity for guests to interact 

with stakeholders and staff members to answer questions and voice opinions. The project also engaged community 

members using a virtual fly through video of the project which was displayed during the presentation and 

subsequent open house discussions. 

 

Outreach materialsOutreach materialsOutreach materialsOutreach materials    

Various materials were developed as part of the outreach effort. The following outlines the notifications, tools, and 

physical materials that were used for this meeting. 

 

a.a.a.a. Notifications Notifications Notifications Notifications     

• Flyer (Appendix A): Flyers were prepared in both English and Spanish. They were distributed via email to 

the City’s list of project contacts group (see Appendix E) and to the PUD’s contact list from the Horan 

Natural Area Open House, hosted November 6, 2019. It was posted on the project website.  Hard copies 

were posted at the north and south entrance to the Horan Natural Area and were included on signs 

along the Apple Capital Trail which were there to inform public of project field work.   

• Social Media (Appendix B): Posts in both English and Spanish were used to advertise the public open 

house, project website, and share general project information on multiple platforms.  Posts were shared 

on the City of Wenatchee’s Facebook page, the Wenatchee World’s Facebook page, and on the City’s 

Twitter page.  These posts encouraged interaction with the public through information and general 

commentary.  

• Radio & newspaper ads (Appendix C): The project informational flyer (Appendix A) was released to 

multiple radio stations including KOHO, Cherry Creek Media, Sunny FM, La Nueva, and La Pera radio. 

Details from the flyer were released on the air and ran for multiple days preceding the Public Open 

House. This information was also circulated through the Wenatchee World for published advertisements 

that ran on February 24 on their social media platforms and online on their website. 
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• An email listserv update (Appendix D): The informational flyer was sent by the City to 1,379 recipients 

who subscribe to the City of Wenatchee’s website. Additionally, it was sent to 68 subscribers to the 

Confluence Parkway website page.  

• Direct email to the City’s project contacts group (Appendix E): The City emailed the informational flyer to 

87 federal, state, local, and tribal representatives. This included FERC contacts from a list provided by 

the Chelan County PUD. The email was also sent to 389 public and NGO contacts who requested to be 

on the project email list. 

 

b.b.b.b. ToolsToolsToolsTools    

• An online project website is currently hosted on the City of Wenatchee’s website (Appendix F) was live 

beginning on March 30, 2019 and has been established as a method for distributing information and 

updating the public on the latest project details. Details of the March 5, 2020 meeting, including time 

and location, were posted in advance of the meeting. The website included all meeting materials and 

provided community members an opportunity to review the project information on their own. The site 

provides a link for community members allowing them to provide feedback and comments (Appendix I). 

• A virtual fly through video of the project corridor was developed to show three different perspectives 

when traveling the corridor through the proposed project improvements.  This video was displayed during 

the presentation, looped repeatedly at the Transportation Station during the open house portion, and will 

be displayed on the City’s project website.  This video allowed the general public to grasp a much better 

feel of what is proposed and how it might affect them personally. 

• Sign-in Sheets were filled out and collected to provide the project team a picture of who attended the 

open house in person (Appendix J) 

 

c.c.c.c. Display Boards Display Boards Display Boards Display Boards     

Display boards (Appendix G) provided detailed information on the following: 

• Transportation – Why is Confluence Needed? 

• Transportation – Previous Alternatives Considered 

• Transportation – Preferred Alignment 

• Recreation and Apple Capital Loop Trail – Combined Bridge Concept (watercolor) 

• Recreation and Apple Capital Loop Trail – Combined Bridge Concept (including current ped bridge) 

• Recreation and Apple Capital Loop Trail – Bridge Mitigation 

• Recreation and Apple Capital Loop Trail – Trail Relocation Typical Section 

• Recreation and Apple Capital Loop Trail – Trail Mitigation 

• Natural Resources – Wildlife and Wetlands 

• Natural Resources – Native and Invasive Vegetation 

• Horan Natural Area – Microhabitat Types 

• Horan Natural Area – Land Use 

• Cultural Resources – Historical Use and Native Tribes 

• Cultural Resources – Native Plants and Traditional Use 

• NEPA 
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d.d.d.d. Handouts Handouts Handouts Handouts     

• Comment cards (Appendix H) with a blank comment section on the back were produced and 

distributed for community members to provide their feedback on either at the meeting or to take home 

and provide feedback at a later date.  

    

    

Community Meeting SummaryCommunity Meeting SummaryCommunity Meeting SummaryCommunity Meeting Summary    

Meeting DetailsMeeting DetailsMeeting DetailsMeeting Details    

Date: March 5, 2020 

Time: 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Confluence Technology Center (285 Technology Center Way, Wenatchee, WA 98801)    

    

Attendees:Attendees:Attendees:Attendees: Approximately 60 community members attended the meeting. See (Appendix J) for sign-in sheets. 

• At least one media outlet was in attendance 

o Wenatchee World 

Key TopicsKey TopicsKey TopicsKey Topics    DiscussedDiscussedDiscussedDiscussed::::    

• Project purpose as an alternative route to North Wenatchee Avenue (SR 285). 

• Proposed project alignment and history of alternatives explored. 

• The NEPA process as it applies to this project. 

• Preliminary anticipated project impacts and proposed NEPA study areas. 

Summary of FeedbackSummary of FeedbackSummary of FeedbackSummary of Feedback::::    

The City of Wenatchee fielded questions and concerns from many attendees of the Open House and received 10 

hand written comments on comment cards and 9 online submissions via email.  Comments fall into the following 

categories:   

• Protecting the Horan Natural Area flora and fauna 

• Safety for bicyclists and pedestrians 

• Preserving the Apple Capital Loop Recreation Trail 

• Protection of cultural and historic resources 

• Environmental impacts and mitigation, in particular noise, visual, wetlands, and stream 

• Transportation, traffic, and alternatives 

• Economic development 

• Art 

The City received comments both in favor and in opposition of the project.  Anecdotally, there appears to be more 

support for the project than opposition. Please see Appendices H and I for the actual comments.  

    

Decisions and FollowDecisions and FollowDecisions and FollowDecisions and Follow----up Actions:up Actions:up Actions:up Actions:    No specific decisions were made at the March 5, 2020 public meeting.  The City 

will continue to proceed with the technical studies to support the NEPA EA as discussed during the open house.  

 

Schedule:Schedule:Schedule:Schedule:    

Technical Studies:  now through summer 2020 

Section 106 Consultation (historic and archaeological resources):  now through mid 2021 

Endangered Species Act Consultation:  late 2020 through late 2021 

Publish Environmental Assessment:  late 2021 
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Appendix A. Appendix A. Appendix A. Appendix A. FlyerFlyerFlyerFlyer    
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Appendix B. Appendix B. Appendix B. Appendix B. Social MediaSocial MediaSocial MediaSocial Media    PostPostPostPostssss    

    

FACEBOOK 
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TWITTER 
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Appendix Appendix Appendix Appendix CCCC. . . . Radio Radio Radio Radio & Newspaper & Newspaper & Newspaper & Newspaper AdAdAdAdvertisementvertisementvertisementvertisementssss    

 

February 24 
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NEWS ARTICLE: 

Link to the full article: 

https://www.wenatcheeworld.com/news/local/wenatchee-meeting-to-focus-on-confluence-

parkway/article_115d39b2-575d-11ea-ac26-8fa5ca4043a0.html  

 

(Post Meeting March 6) 
NEWS ARTICLE: 
 

 

Link to the full article: 

https://www.wenatcheeworld.com/news/local/residents-give-input-at-confluence-parkway-

meeting/article_797788b2-5e75-11ea-a89e-775145360cb8.html 
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Appendix Appendix Appendix Appendix DDDD. . . . Email List UpdateEmail List UpdateEmail List UpdateEmail List Update    

The informational flyer was sent by the City to 1,379 recipients who subscribe to the City of Wenatchee’s website. 

Additionally, it was sent to 68 subscribers to the Confluence Parkway website page.  
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Appendix Appendix Appendix Appendix EEEE. Project Contacts Email. Project Contacts Email. Project Contacts Email. Project Contacts Email    UpdateUpdateUpdateUpdate    

The City emailed the informational flyer to federal, state, local, and tribal representatives, FERC contacts from a list 

provided by the Chelan County PUD, and public and NGO contacts who requested to be on the project email list.  
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AppendixAppendixAppendixAppendix    FFFF. . . . Project WebsiteProject WebsiteProject WebsiteProject Website    
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Appendix Appendix Appendix Appendix GGGG. . . . Display BoardsDisplay BoardsDisplay BoardsDisplay Boards    
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Appendix Appendix Appendix Appendix HHHH. . . . Completed Comment CardsCompleted Comment CardsCompleted Comment CardsCompleted Comment Cards    
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Appendix Appendix Appendix Appendix IIII. . . . Online Feedback and CommentsOnline Feedback and CommentsOnline Feedback and CommentsOnline Feedback and Comments    

Page 1  

 

 
Please provide your comments on Confluence Parkway: 

I am opposed to the proposed project. there are impacts to the confluence natural area that cannot be mitigated. This is a 

significant historical tribal area. Building an interpretive center or viewing place is not appropriate for the permanent loss of 

land. In addition, the confluence natural area is important habitat to many species of wildlife. The construction of another 

roadway is another barrier to wildlife movement. putting up a visual wall will reinforce this barrier and effectively eliminate 

migration routes to and from the natural area. Moving the loop trail behind the PUD land should not be done as part of this 

project. It should be done upon sale and development of the abandoned lot at the cost of the developer, not the tax payers.  

 

 
Please provide your contact information: 

Not answered  
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Please provide your comments on Confluence Parkway: 

First, I don't believe this project is of economic and societal importance for the city's growth and traffic diversion issue. 

There are other priorities that need to be addressed before the city continues with this project. Traffic diversion through this 

area is a detriment to the environment, the city, the river, and economic growth. Here are the reasons why: 

 

Traffic: 

- There is a need for a more comprehensive and thorough traffic study. This needs to outline the economic benefit and the 

time travel saved by going through this diversion. Just being a resident, I will say, that there will not be enough traffic 

diverted through this corridor to relieve the pressure off of Wenatchee, due to the business and development access The 

confluence parkway only creates a minor diversion for a marginal portion of the traffic demand. I believe the focus for traffic 

should be on creative ways to reduce stops and increase the flow of traffic through the north end of town, not diverting it. 

There should also be comprehensive talks with East Wenatchee and Douglas County to divert traffic that passes through 

Wenatchee to continue to/from hwy2 should be on Sunset Hwy (28) and not through a signal ridden, congested roadway 

(285, Chelan/Mission). All nonessential truck traffic and car traffic should utilize 28 as a bypass. 

- Also creating this traffic diversion only moves the point of congestion from the north end of town, to the 

Miller/Wenatchee exchange when the confluence of the traffic flow will occur.  

- Consideration of removing Horselake traffic signal to alleviate traffic impedance during peak periods.  

- Don't need another signal at McKittirck. This city already has too many traffic signals on a major thoroughfare.  

- Pedestrian crossing at Mission/Wenatchee/Miller Interchange needs to be evaluated. Surveys of that area for pedestrian 

use. I do not see anyone utilizing the Miller/.Wenatchee for pedestrian traffic. Most of it is typically on Maple.  

- Truck traffic and larger vehicle traffic should be prohibited use on the confluence parkway if built 

- Proper, protected bike lanes need to be considered, even if the speed limit is reduced. Due to high use.  

- Better and more robust traffic noise reduction from both the train and vehicular noise.  

- Minimal or motion detected traffic lights should be considered for reduced light pollution  

- Hawley/Walnut street should remain connected as a 3rd option of exiting and retain bike lanes.  
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Environment: 

- I don't agree with the city allowing more development along the riverfront/wetland areas of the Columbia River. I'm 

surprised that SEPA has allowed further development along the riverfront even within known floodplains and wetland areas. 

While I understand the need for more housing and opportunities, I don't believe it's the right place. 

There needs to be creative housing ideas in other locations with underutilized land. (South Wenatchee, Columbia Rd, 5th 

Street or Western)  

- Mitigated habitat loss should be doubled due to the lifetime of habitat loss 

- Stream restoration techniques should be applied to the bridge crossing to increase salmon habitat along with other birds 

and wildlife in the area that frequent this space.  

- The city needs to remove and relocate the KPQ radio towers and replanted with native materials 

- The Horan Natural Area can use a lot of help, with more native planting, awareness to tribal grounds and use, easier access 

for all ages, and education. Most of this should come out of our wondering Public Utility we all contribute to.  

- If development is necessary, then there needs to be a consideration for an educational center. Run and partnered by local 

nonregulatory and non-profit organizations. This building will provide educational resources for conservation, forestry, 

landscape, ecosystem, water/rivers, and anthropogenic history. It should also provide ample indoor and outdoor space for 

the community for congregations of meetings to small conferences (up to 200 people) for free. Office spaces may be a 

consideration, but only to those contributed organizations who are committed to maintaining the educational aspect of the 

building 

- From any point from the park, should there be any visible sign of the parkway (if built) except at McKittrick and the bridge 

- If the under the bridge, pedestrian parkway concept is considered, No noise, runoff or pollutants shall be noticeable to 

pedestrians under the bridge. Also, all motorized transport (including bikes of all kinds) will be diverted to the main road.  

- If built, all runoff from the bridge and parkway will be heavily screened for all toxins, including road salt (MgCl/NaCl) 

copper and zinc from brakes and tires. There should be no traceable pollutants, fines, or chemicals from the installation. 

Exceeding basic stormwater runoff compliance for the benefit of all species and plants, including endangered freshwater 

species.  

- Protection of current and existing Priority Habitat Species (WDFW) as well as wetland complexes that is providing 

sanctuary for birds, fish, and wildlife.  

- Reduction of elimination of PCBs, and other pollutants at the Confluence State Park and the lower part of the Wenatchee 

Ave needs to be considered, as Wenatchee River watershed is considered as a TMDL (Total Mass Daily Load) under Dept. of 

Ecology 303(d) listing. Also the reduction and elimination of category 2-5 inputs in and around the confluence of the 

Wenatchee River.  

 

Economic:  

 

Since there are limited, or new businesses that are planned in the old Bluebird cold storage area, it'll need strategic planning 

to attract enough traffic off of Wenatchee Ave to redirect them to confluence parkway. I don't foresee that habit changing 

quickly and may take decades or a generational change for that to happen. That being said, diverting traffic only migrates 

the congestion from North Wenatchee Ave to Miller/Wenatchee interchange. This can create a worse bottleneck, as the 

exchange between Chelan/Mission/Miller/Wenatchee Ave is already a bottleneck of converging and diverging traffic flows.  

 

This project has had some other concepts of utilizing the McKittirck st area for economic development. I don't foresee in the 

future for retail stores, as most have started closing in our area. If WinCo does not make it through, then possibly another 

grocery store can be utilized in this space (that's not related to Safeway or Grocery Outlet). The need for an under railroad 

bypass is warranted, but creating McKittrick as the new point of entry does not seem like a priority. As there are no 

businesses that can attract traffic needs in/around the McKittrick intersection area. Not sure why the Hawley/Walnut 

underpass is not a consideration, although it may hinder the business access on the eastern side of Wenatchee Ave.  

 

There also needs to be considerations for environmentally friendly buildings or Leadership in Energy and Environmental 

Design (LEED) style building designs that help incorporate a design that makes net-zero or carbon-reducing elements as a 
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way to combat climate change. This can be anywhere from a green roof or wall design, or solar panel integration. Also, 

sustainable designs with greenspaces should be considered.  

 

I'm sure there's more to cover, but this is the initial stab of comments. I'm also not certain if any of them will be considered.  

 

 

 
Please provide your contact information: 

Only if there any possibility of an outdoor/education center, then please contact Cascadia Conservation District. Otherwise, 

this is a submission by a Wenatchee citizen with no ties to any organization, for the record.  
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Please provide your comments on Confluence Parkway: 

I am a 30 year resident of Wenatchee and a VERY frequent user of the riverfront trail and confluence nature center. 

While I can see that any changes to current structure might have a detrimental impact to the nature center, adding the 

parkway is the only reasonable solution. As the traffic in North Wenatchee has increased, so has the congestion. Delays ore 

a regular occurance as people enter the city from the South. I can see where having only one bridge could potentially lead to 

safety issues in the event of an emergency. I believe that having the parkway constructed is not only a good idea but is 

essential to managing traffic in the future. I strongly support the Parkway. Thank you for your consideration of my input.  

 

 

 
Please provide your contact information: 

Kevin Pearl 509-630-3187  
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Please provide your comments on Confluence Parkway: 

The present Apple Capital loop bike trail is right up next to the railroad for much of that distance. To make room for a road 

in between would seem to require moving the trail further East into the state nature area...but part of that is heavily 

wooded and has a steep down slope. Which says environmental impact to me. Not sure they would allow such impact just 

so we could have a Capital loop bike trail -- so it will probably have to be combined with the new roadway.  

 

Just building the road and bridge will destroy some trees now between the railroad bridge and the pedestrian bridge. I guess 

that's not bird habitat. 

 

They seem to want a great deal of traffic on this new route. That alone will have an impact on noise level and remote 

isolation of present area. I am not sure why extension of Western avenue to US 2 isn't a better way to go. ...they aren't 
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really saying...but probably doesn't meet their growth agenda. The suggested connection to Odabashian bridge will further 

complicate matters. It will become the main way to the bridge. Which changes the purpose from merely serving some of the 

North end businesses.  

 

 

 
Please provide your contact information: 

Andrew C. Mills 

PO Box 2046 

Wenatchee, WA 

andyrelated@yahoo.com  
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Please provide your comments on Confluence Parkway: 

We need this new infrastructure badly, traffic coming into wenatchee is getting worse and worse. Now with the PUD coming 

to Confluence its only going to get way worse. please approve this new plan as it is desperately needed.  

 

 
Would you like to be actively involved as a stakeholder? 

  

(○) Yes  

 

 
Please provide your contact information: 

Paul Harrison 

paulnharrison71@gmail.com 
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Please provide your comments on Confluence Parkway: 

I was not able to attend the public meeting in March, but have reviewed the project info on-line. Here are my comments: 

-I love the new alignment of the parkway, going around the west side of McDougal, rather than right next to the State Park. 

To me, that was going to be the biggest impact. 

-I love the concept of grade separating the parkway and Loop trail through Horan Natural Area, even though there will no 

longer be views of the foothills. Great solution! 

-As far as the bridges, seems like the cheapest option would be to build the parkway bridge and maintain the Loop trail 

bridge. This would be a better alternative from a trail user experience too, traveling under the blue sky rather than traveling 

under a highway! 
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-It was not clear to me if there would be bike lanes along the Parkway or just a shoulder. Not sure about the need for bike 

lanes with the Loop trail right there. Maybe enhance bike access along the hill exiting the State Park to connect with the 

Parkway, and similarly on the South end, provide bike lanes north to the current PUD site (where the Loop trail takes off the 

sidewalk along Hawley street. 

Bob Stoehr  

 

 
Would you like to be actively involved as a stakeholder? 

  

(○) Yes  

 
Please provide your contact information: 

bobostoehr@gmail.com  

 

 

To whom it may concern,  

I was at the park meeting and I thought of what I would like to see,  

I saw the plan for the walk bridge and that was to put the walk part under the car bridge,  

I thought about that and I do not like that option. I think you should leave the walk bridge as is, and not pay money to 

tear it down.  

If you put the walk bridge under the car bridge we won’t be able to see the river and the skyline,  

Talked with people at the park  and they all do not like that option.  

Also we would have to listen to car noise above us.  

People stand on that bridge to enjoy the skyline and the river and birds and eagles that fly over that area ,if we are put 

under the car bridge say goodbye to that option to enjoy, 

I would really like to see that part left alone.   

Keep the walk bridge as is to confluence park.  

Thank you  

Julanne Burts  

jburts@charter.net 

5098602886 

    

Hi, Matt- 

Jeff and I enjoyed the Parkway presentation last week. We definitely feel it’s been well though-out and very 

well-planned. Here are a couple of our comments or concerns that we wanted to share with your regarding 

the project. 

 

• The intersection of Walla Walla and Miller Street- Miller street gets blocked both ways when a long 

semi-truck with a trailer is turning from Walla Walla onto Miller. We just want to make sure that it's 

taken into consideration when the engineers plan the parkway, as Miller will be much more busy, and 

right now, it’s a very tight intersection. In reality, when trucks turn onto Walla Walla, also, traffic is 

usually affected, so it goes both ways. Stand and watch and you’ll see! Jeff says one of the original 

plans for the parkway shows Walla Walla extending up the park and intersecting with the roundabout 

at McKittrick, which would make that a 4-way roundabout, but eliminate the issue of a 90 degree 

intersection with Miller.  

• The Loop trail suggestions, for the new sections, or better yet, for the whole trail –1.  widen it 2. paint a 

line down the center 3. write info in Spanish, as well as English (look at the demographics of Spanish 
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speaking users of the trail!) 4. write specific info, such as “warn when passing”, rather than “Don’t be 

that guy”, (which is funny if you’ve seen the commercials, but most visitors haven’t) 5. Enlist volunteers 

to be trail ambassadors, to politely but firmly instruct people of speed suggestions, etc. How about 

have them hand out cheap leashes that say “Chelan PUD loves dogs” to people with dogs off leash? I 

volunteer to do this! 6. Separate the trail for bikers/pedestrians. Someone is going to get wiped out by 

an e-bike, unfortunately.  

• Parking area by the north end of Walla Walla Park, where there might be an educational/interpretive 

section in the future. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of our comments. We’re very excited to have the project up and running, so 

good luck and keep up the good work! 

 

Chy and Jeff Mettler 

 

311 River Park Avenue 

Wenatchee, WA 98801 

509-670-5429 

chymettler@gmail.com 

Jeffmettler@gmail.com 

    

    
I enjoy the Wenatchee river as it flows under the pedestrian bridge on foot, bicycle and on paddle board.  I am 

concerned about the traffic noise that will be brought to the area by the addition of a vehicle bridge.  I would like to see 

the special place we have right here in town for quieter recreation retained.  Perhaps noise barriers on the bridge would 

keep vehicle sounds and sights from ruining this special place.  It’s one of the places that makes the Wenatchee area a 

great place to live.  Please plan so that traffic noise and sights don’t ruin the pedestrian bridge and the Wenatchee river. 

Cathy Gaylord 

1110 Pitcher Canyon 

Wenatchee WA 
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Appendix Appendix Appendix Appendix JJJJ. . . . SignSignSignSign----in Sheetsin Sheetsin Sheetsin Sheets    
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