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CONFLUENCE PARKWAY 
April 2019 Outreach Summary 

 
Overview 
 
A well-publicized open house event was hosted by the City of Wenatchee on April 10th 2019. The purpose and goal 
of this meeting was to: 

• Build upon previous outreach and continue the ongoing conversation about North Wenatchee area 
transportation solutions. 

• Inform the community about the upcoming NEPA process and engage the community in discussion about 
the NEPA process and how it works. 

• Identify specific areas of analysis ahead of the NEPA process and seek out previously unidentified 
stakeholders that should be included in future coordination.  

The community presentation and public open house included a power point presentation, informational display 
boards, comment cards, and stakeholders and staff members were available to help answer questions. The project 
also engaged community members using a project website platform, which contained the same information and 
feedback opportunities as the community meeting.  

The April 10th event was a continuation of the extensive outreach completed as part of the North Wenatchee Avenue 
Preliminary Engineering project just a few months earlier in November of 2018.  Notification for this event included 
over 49,655 postcard mailers covering the whole Wenatchee Valley region.  In person events were attended by 
nearly 150 community members, and the online open house site boasted over 2,500 sessions, with 766 completed 
surveys in both English and Spanish.  

Email lists and contact information generated from the November outreach was used to specifically invite interested 
parties identified in November to continue the conversation at the April 10th event. 

Feedback from the public has been overwhelmingly supportive of regional stakeholder’s efforts to coordinate 
extensive improvements in the North Wenatchee area.  There is a strong consensus that the need for these projects 
is real and congestion in the area is only getting worse. 

 

Outreach materials 
Various materials were developed as part of the outreach effort. The following outlines the notifications, tools, and 
physical materials that were used throughout the outreach process. 
 

a. Notifications 
• Flyer (Appendix B) in both English and Spanish was circulated to inform the public of the upcoming 

meeting and direct online traffic to the project website. 
• Social Media (Appendix C) posts in both English and Spanish were used to advertise the public open 

house, project website, and share general project information on multiple platforms.  Posts were shared 
on The City of Wenatchee’s Facebook page, The Wenatchee World’s Facebook page, and on the City’s 
Twitter page.    

• Radio & newspaper ads (Appendix D)  
• An email listserv update (Appendix E) was sent out to the city’s listserv to inform community members of 

upcoming public feedback opportunities.  
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• An email listserv update (Appendix F) was sent out to the listserv obtained through public engagement in 
the SR 285/ N Wenatchee Avenue Preliminary Engineering project.  

b. Tools 
An online project website is currently hosted on the City of Wenatchee’s website (Appendix G) was live 
beginning on March 30, 2019. The website launched in advance of the community meeting with details of 
the upcoming meeting, including when and where it would be held, and what information would be shared. It 
included all meeting materials, and provided community members an opportunity to review the project 
information on their own time. The site provides a link for community members allowing them to provide 
feedback and comments. 

c. Display Boards  
Display boards (Appendix H) provided detailed information on the following: 

• N Wenatchee Avenue 
• Traffic Congestion 
• Confluence Parkway 
• McKittrick Underpass Look & Feel 
• Confluence State Park 
• Apple Capital Loop Trail 
• Cultural Resources 
• Fish & Wildlife 
• Purpose & Needs of the Project 
• NEPA Characterization Map & Process Overview 

d. Handouts  
• Comment cards with the open house flyer on one side, and a blank comment section on the back were 

produced and distributed to for community members to take home, or to provide their feedback on.  

 

Community Meeting Summary 
Meeting Details 
Date: April 10, 2019 
Time: 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Confluence Technology Center (285 Technology Center Way, Wenatchee, WA 98801) 

 

Attendees: Approximately 75 community members attended the meeting.  

• At least two different media outlets were in attendance: 
o Wenatchee World 
o Fiber One News 

Summary of Key Feedback Topics: 

• Positive reaction to the goals of the project and the project need. 
• Agreement in needing to improve traffic and safety 
• Positive reactions to the need for a parallel roadway and connections to Olds Station. 
• Strong suggestions to approach parks, wildlife and natural areas with caution and sensitivity 
• Strong suggestions to minimize noise and be sensitive to visual appearance. 
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• General questions about the NEPA process, its importance, and how it works. 
• General questions about vehicle capacity, access, and engineering related topics. 
• General questions related to project schedule and how soon improvements can be made. 
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Appendix A. Event Photos 
 
 
 

 
April 10, 2019 Open House Event 
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April 10, 2019 Open House Event 
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April 10, 2019 Open House Event 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 | P a g e  
 

Appendix B. Flyer 
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Appendix C. Social Media Posts 
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Appendix D. Radio & Newspaper Advertisements 
 

The project informational flyer (Appendix A) was released to multiple radio stations including KOHO, Cherry Creek 
Media, and LaBuena.  Details from the flyer were released on the air and ran for multiple days preceding the Public 
Open House.  This information was also circulated through the Wenatchee World for published advertisements that 
ran on April 3, and April 7.  
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Appendix E. Email List Update 
 

The informational flyer was sent by the City to 1,379 recipients who subscribe to the City of Wenatchee’s website.    
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Appendix F. KPG Email List Update 
 

The following email was sent to everyone who provided contact information as part of the North Wenatchee Avenue 
Preliminary Engineering outreach effort in November of 2018. 

From: North Wenatchee Avenue  
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 4:07 PM 
Subject: City of Wenatchee - Confluence Parkway Public Meeting Announcement 

Good afternoon, 

The City of Wenatchee would like to invite you to attend an informational meeting about Confluence Parkway, a parallel 
route to North Wenatchee Avenue, that includes a new bridge across the Wenatchee River.  Once constructed, 
Confluence Parkway will work closely with North Wenatchee Avenue to improve traffic congestion problems currently 
growing on North Wenatchee Avenue.  The need for extra capacity was studied and identified in 2011.  The city is 
currently embarking on environmental analysis to ensure that the community is enhanced with the development of the 
Confluence Parkway option to solving North Wenatchee transportation challenges.  Additional project goals include 
improvement to the Apple Capital Loop Trail, Horan Natural Area, Confluence Park, and other important elements of our 
city. 

La ciudad de Wenatchee le invita a asistir a una reunión informativa sobre Confluence Parkway, una ruta paralela a 
North Wenatchee Avenue, que incluye un nuevo puente a través del río Wenatchee.  Una vez construida, Confluence 
Parkway trabajará en estrecha colaboración con North Wenatchee Avenue para mejorar los problemas de congestión de 
tráfico que están creciendo en North Wenatchee Avenue.  La necesidad de capacidad adicional se estudió e identificó en 
2011.  La ciudad se está embarcando en el análisis ambiental para asegurar la mejora de la comunidad con el desarrollo 
de Confluence Parkway para resolver los desafíos de transporte de North Wenatchee.  Entre los objetivos adicionales del 
proyecto se incluyen la mejora de Apple Capital Loop Trail, Senderos Naturales Horan, el Parque Confluence y otros 
elementos importantes de nuestra ciudad. 

Thank you, 

 

Josh Fedora, P.E. 

 

KPG | SEATTLE • BELLEVUE • TACOMA • WENATCHEE 

Interdisciplinary Design 

On behalf of: 

 

Steve King, P.E. 
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Appendix G. Project Website 
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Appendix H. Display Boards 
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Appendix I. NCW Audubon Society’s Friends of Horan Vision Paper 
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Appendix M. “Rare Plant and Vegetation Survey of Wenatchee Confluence State Park”, by 
Pacific Biodiversity Institute, 2008 
 
Executive Summary 
Pacific Biodiversity Institute (PBI) conducted a rare plant and vegetation survey of Wenatchee 
Confluence State Park for the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission (WSPRC). Wenatchee 
Confluence State Park covers 231.08 acres in Chelan County. The park is situated within the northern city limits of 
Wenatchee along the Columbia River, where it is impounded by the Rock Island Dam.  Wenatchee Confluence State 
Park is a popular camping area and has heavy use by bicyclists and walkers.  Trails are both paved and gravel.  
Wenatchee Confluence State Park was mapped into 22 polygons covered by eight primary plant communities or 
mapped as developed, disturbed or water. Existing plant communities were characterized within each polygon. 
Several of the primary plant communities are globally rare, however restoration opportunities are limited in a 
practical sense to the existing natural area where there is already a wetland and a wildlife restoration project 
underway. There were no occurrences of rare plants listed by the State of Washington found in Wenatchee 
Confluence State Park.  We found 13 species of noxious weeds at Wenatchee Confluence State Park. Five of these 
were Class B noxious weeds and eight were Class C weeds. The most widespread noxious weed found in wet areas 
was reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea). The most widespread noxious weed found in dry areas was diffuse 
knapweed (Centaurea diffusa). Two aquatic noxious weeds were found including pale yellow iris (Iris pseudacorus) 
and Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum). The latter species and reed canary grass are becoming 
established in a habitat restoration area. If this continues it will seriously diminish the value of these wetlands to 
wildlife. About 40% of Wenatchee Confluence State Park is developed. The ecological condition of non-developed 
plant communities in the park varied from poor to good. We made recommendations for restoration within the area 
where a wetland creation and wildlife habitat enhancement project is already underway. The recommendations 
focused on creation or maintenance of a beneficial hydrologic regime. 
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